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WASHINGTON STATE IS HOME TO AN 
ABUNDANCE OF BEAUTIFUL FLORA AND 
FAUNA. THIS GUIDE WILL FEATURE A FEW, 
SELECT SPECIES TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO 
APPRECIATE THE NATURE AROUND THEM.



tree 
moss 

F L O R A :

- Climacium  dendroides  (cly-MAY ’-see-uhm 
dehn-DROY ’-dehs)
- A small ,  green  plant  that  grows  in  dense 
clumps ,  creating  a  carpetlike  texture . 
-  Individual  plants  are  0.1 to  3.9 inches  tall .

-  Tree  moss  is  found  in  wet  environments 
all  over  the  world,  such  as  rainforests , 
wetlands  and  high  mountain  ecosystems .
-  It  is  also  persistent  enough  to  survive 
in  cities  with  wet  climates ,  establishing 
itself  on  driveways ,  sideways ,  brick  walls , 
etc . 
-  Moss  is  grown  by  some  gardeners  to 
create  low-maintenance  moss  lawns .  Moss 
thrives  best  on  permeable  surfaces  that 
retain  water ,  like  brick  and  wood.

What  Is  It?

Where  Can  It  Be  Found?

Fun  Facts:
-  Contrary  to  the  myth  often  told  to  help 
people  navigate  forests ,  moss  doesn ’t  grow 
on  just  the  north  sides  of  trees . 
-  Surfaces  can  be  made  hospitable  to  moss 
using  acidic  materials  such  as  buttermilk , 
yogurt  and  urine .
-  Stegosauruses  are  believed  to  have  eaten 
moss ,  among  other  plants .
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Douglas
squirrel

F A U N A :

- Tamiasciurus  douglasii  (ta-mee-A’-skyur-us 
duh-GLA’-see)
- A small  mammal  that  can  grow  up  to 
around  12 inches  in  length .  This  includes 
their  tails ,  which  are  5 inches  long.

-  The  squirrels  can  be  found  around 
coniferous  trees ,  which  are  evergreen 
trees  that  have  needle  or  scale  leaves  and 
produce  cones . 
-  Their  territory  ranges  from  the 
southwestern  coast  of  British  Columbia 
down  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  of  the  U.S.

What  Is  It?

Where  Can  It  Be  Found?

Fun  Facts:
-  The  color  of  a  Douglas  squirrel’s  coat 
changes  with  the  season.  In  the  summer 
they  are  gray,  and  in  the  winter ,  their 
coats  are  more  brown.
-  These  squirrels  hoard  their  food  in  places 
called  “middens .”
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Olymp ic  Mudminnow

env ironmental  aware -
ness : endange red  spec i e s

What  is  it:
-  Novumbra  hubbsi  (noh-VUHM’-bruh  HUHB’-
see)
- A small  freshwater  fish  that  grows  to  be 
about  3 inches  in  length .

Where  can  it  be  found?
-  Southern  and  western  lowlands  of 
Washington,  where  it  is  native .
-  Chehalis  River  basin,  Deschutes  River  basin 
and  some  Olympic  Peninsula  basins .

Threats  include: 
-  Loss  of  habitat  caused  by  the  destruction 
of  wetlands .  This  has  been  slightly 
mitigated  due  to  government  wetland 
regulations . 
-  Limited  range  due  to  loss  of  habitat  and 
specific  environmental  requirements .
-  Lack  of  research  and  monitoring, 
contributing  to  an  absence  of  information 
that  would  help  with  conservation  efforts . 

Fun  Facts: 
-  The  Olympic  mudminnow  is  the  only 
freshwater  fish  species  that  is  endemic 
to  Washington,  meaning  that  it  is  found 
exclusively  in  our  area . 
-  Out  of  the  entire  Novumbra  genus ,  the 
Olympic  mudminnow  is  the  only  living 
species ,  underscoring  the  importance  of  its 
preservation. 

Pollut ion  Prevent ion :  Roadk i l l
Prevent  pollution  by  avoiding  animals 
when  driving.  The  germs  and  bacteria 
from  roadkill  wash  down  into  storm 
drains ,  polluting  the  local  rivers . 
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